The 770 remaining specimens of the entomological collection of Thomas Say presently housed in the Museum of Comparative Zoology are catalogued for the first time, including 71 specimens representing 56 species described by Say which are labelled in Say's handwriting and which are probably those specimens on which Say's species descriptions were based. The history of the Say entomological collection is recounted. Based on signatures on labels in the present Say collection material, it is apparent that Say exchanged specimens with many European entomologists, including Dupont, Germar, Laporte de Castelnau, Motschulsky, Schoenherr, Sturm, and Wiedemann. A protocol for the designation of Say lectotypes and neotypes is proposed.
The entomological collection of Thomas Say has become one of the legendary "holy grails" of entomology, in part because Say described over 1575 species of insects, and in part because Say's collection is conventionally assumed to have been completely destroyed (LeConte 1859a:v-vi, xix (footnote) ; Mallis 1971:25) . In the present paper, I report for the first time on the 770 remaining specimens from the Say collection preserved at the Museum of Comparative Zoology, including 71 specimens representing 56 species described by Say and which presumably are those on which Say's original descriptions were based.
I have proposed below a protocol for designation of Say lectotypes and neotypes. Specimens determined by Say and which may Psyche [VOI. 100 have been used by Say in formulating his descriptions are by no means rare, but many recent authors have overlooked this material (nearly all of which is housed in the MCZ) when designating Say neotypes.
Thomas Say began to collect insects in his youth, and his collection continued to grow during the years of his residence in Philadelphia (1787 Philadelphia ( -1825 , enhanced by numerous collecting trips to various parts of the country (for a map of Say's travels, see Weiss and Ziegler 1931: 189) . Following his move to New Harmony, Indiana, Say's collection came under relentless attack from various insect pests. If contemporary accounts are to be believed, Say's entomological collection was consumed in part by no fewer than 6 species of pests, including lepidopterans, several species of Dermestidae, a species of Cleridae, and a mite (Weiss and Ziegler 193 1: 154) . Following Say's death in 1834, the collection was shipped by his widow, Lucy Say, to the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, where it was advanced in 1836 to T. W. Harris of Cambridge, Massachusetts, for proper curation. Harris was at the time librarian of Harvard College, and his official duties prevented him from examining the collection for almost a year, during which time it sat relatively unprotected in Harris's barn. When Harris finally was able to examine the collection, he found that many specimens had been destroyed or disarticulated by dermestid larvae. Harris wrote at least 8 letters which have survived bemoaning the deplorable state of the collection, but an extensive series of manuscript notes published 43 years after Harris's death by S. Scudder (1 899a; 1899b) reveal that the collection might not have been so badly damaged as was implied by Harris's letters.
Harris's comment that "the [Say] cabinet does not contain one half of the species which he has described" (Weiss and Ziegler 1931:206) is particularly important for taxonomists interested in locating type specimens of Say. It is well known that Say had an extensive foreign and domestic correspondence (see below), and specimens described by Say and labelled in his distinctive handwriting (for samples see Weiss and Ziegler 193 1 :72, 147, 156) will doubtless be found in the collections of many of Say's correspondents. An informal perusal by the present author of the surviving portion of the collection of Say's principal domestic correspondents Frederick V. and John F. Melsheimer has revealed a number of such specimens. In addition, 768 specimens identified by Say for T. W. Harris in 1834 but not used by Say in his descriptions are presently in the Harris collection in the Museum of Comparative Zoology (Weiss and Ziegler 193 1 : 176) and are suitable for consideration as potential neotypes (see below).
Harris retained a number of specimens from the Say collection and returned the remainder to the Philadelphia Academy. Beginning in the last decade of the previous century, S. Scudder and later S. Henshaw and N. Banks at Harvard began to collect the surviving specimens of Say. Their efforts were so successful that by 193 1 the Philadelphia Academy possessed only one specimen from the Say collection (Weiss and Ziegler 1931:211) . At the same time, Harvard possessed four boxes of Say specimens (mentioned in Weiss and Ziegler 193 1 :211) . These four boxes, labelled "probably from Say" and "Say material found in MCZ when Mr. Henshaw left," have been stored with Harvard's historic Coleoptera collections since 1931. In June 1993, I transferred the contents of these boxes into 5 Cornell drawers and unit trays which are presently housed at the end of the combined LeConte and Horn collections.
The species listed by name below are represented in the surviving Say material by specimens bearing Say's hand-written determination labels which are either signed "Say" or initialed "TS." A number of these specimens also bear the labels of T. W. Harris which usually state "T. SAY TYPE" or "TYPE MEXICO." I have refrained from designating any of these specimens as lectotypes, preferring to leave this task to specialists in the groups to which these species belong. I have given here the original generic combinations, family placement, and references as recorded in LeConte (1859a; 1859b) and Bousquet (1993) as well as the number of specimens (numbers written out) presently in the Say collection. Non-type material (which is predominantly European in origin) is listed below as "undetermined specimens" (although many of these specimens were provisionally identified by Say and his foreign correspondents); numbers of these specimens present in the Say collection are given in Arabic numerals. Taxonomists wishing to Psyche [vo~. 100 examine these specimens are requested to visit the MCZ in person, as many of these specimens and their labels are extremely fragile and would be destroyed in the mail. 
